
Christians and Their Message 

 Given recent political discussions surrounding the word “evangelical,” it might not be a 
bad time to discuss Christians and their message.  There is much talk about the “evangelical” 
vote and which candidates will get the “evangelical” vote.  An evangelical is one who has 
personally responded too and subscribes to the biblical Christian gospel.  Christians are called to 
study, defend, and share the gospel message.   
 
 First, Christians are called.  Christians are called to salvation.  The Bible says that one 
must call upon the name of the Lord to be saved and that only the name of Jesus may be called 
upon for salvation.  But Christians are called by God.  Romans 8:30 shares, “those whom (God) 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified.”  However you describe the symbiotic relationship between God 
calling us and us calling on God, the fact is, Christians are called.   
 
 Second, Christians are called to study.  It’s a challenging little word, isn’t it?  Study.  
Study is the what we do only as long as we have to and until we can get by with not doing it any 
more!  Study is the habit of intellectual types but not the common man.  Unfortunately, these 
sentiments are not afforded the faithful Christian.  Christians are studious.  The Greek word 
translated into our English print Bibles as “disciples” includes a range of meaning that includes 
follower or learner.  Christians are are called upon to learn everything Jesus taught the original 
disciples as passed along to us in the Scriptures.  Peter and John testify to the fact that the 
Scriptural writings are there for our study—that we may know.  We cannot defend or share what 
we do not know.  Christians are called to study the gospel.  You are called to study that you 
might rightly handle the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).  The hard work of study is requisite for 
the work of defending the gospel.   

 Third, Christians are called to defend.  Recent research, titled The State of Theology, 
revealed some troubled trends in the areas of abortion, doctrine, fidelity, Scripture, and pluralism 
beliefs of self-professed American evangelical Christians.  It is time to reverse those trends.  We 
need to study the doctrines of God, man, salvation, Scripture, last things, and the church that we 
might be able to defend them against false gospels.  It is not so much that the Christian gospel 
has been tried and found wanting but that the true Christian gospel isn’t being tried at all.  We are 
experiencing a content edited gospel—which Galatians 1 reminds us is no gospel at all!  Only 
called Christians who study the Word are equipped to defend the faith once for all delivered to 
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the believers (Jude 3).  The most striking finding of The State of Theology (see 
thestateoftheology.com ) study is the clear correlation between regular church attendance and 
theological conviction.  It seems Jesus’ plan for local church covenant membership and not 
forsaking the gathering of believers is still needed for proper defense.  The seemingly boring 
weekly affair of attending a faithful church worship service provides the ordinary means of grace 
needed, over time, to help you defend the faith.   

 Fourth, Christians are called to share the gospel.  Sharing comes last in this sequence for 
good reason—sharing is undermined intensely if the sharer is not a called, studious, defender of 
the faith.  The gospel is made visible in the local church.  We do not hide the gospel light but 
rather we let it shine.  We need more gears to shift through between being Christians and 
effectively sharing the gospel.  The one who is not willing to study doctrine is not fit to share the 
gospel.  The one who is cowardice to defend the gospel is not fit to share it.  The Christian 
message is easily distorted.  We are guarders of the gospel before we are to be sharers—but share 
we must.  Until the whole world hears, we are to share this gospel that our churches guard 
through expository preaching, sound doctrine, ministry participation, and covenant church 
membership.  Faithful churches both guard and share the gospel.   

 In sports, you protect the ball before you pass it.  You can only share what you have.  
Politics are downstream from culture.  And subsidiarily, culture is impacted at the local level.  
Jesus’ plan for the local church is still the best option for cultural change you too faithfully seek 
through politics.  As one thought leader reminded, Salvation is not found in Air Force One.  
Salvation is found in the true gospel of Jesus Christ.  Today seems like just as good a day as any 
for we Christians to be reminded of our message.  

— This resource was released to “The Posey County News” on October 28, 2016 —   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To catch up on support for our local church by making a one-time gift or setting up recurrent giving, go to 
mvgb.org/give and click “worship through giving” and give through our secure site 
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